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College Board launches 
college planning process 
national scholarship program

The College Board recently launched the College 
Board Opportunity Scholarship, a national 
scholarship program that guides high school students 
through the college planning process and offers them 
a chance to earn money for their education for each 
action they complete. 

The new program lays out six simple steps all 
students can take to get to college. Completing each 
step will earn a chance for a scholarship; doing all six 
steps will earn students a chance for $40,000 for their 
college education. 

The six steps are:

• Building a college list: students get started by 
exploring colleges they’re interested in. 

• Practicing for the SAT: students use Official SAT 
Practice on Khan Academy.

• Improving SAT scores: students show how 
practice pays off by improving their scores.

• Strengthening their college list: students make 
sure their list has a mix of academic safety, fit, 
and reach schools.

• Completing the FAFSA: students fill out the free 
government form to apply for financial aid.

• Applying to colleges: students apply to the colleges 
they want to attend.

Drawings for the scholarships will take place monthly. 
Students who complete all six of the actions will 
be eligible for one of 25 Complete Your Journey 
scholarships worth $40,000 each.

The program will launch in December for the class of 
2020. For more details, visit 
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/.

http://alstudentaid.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Frankfort-KY/Kentucky-Higher-Education-Assistance-Authority/106864198102
https://twitter.com/#!/KHEAA
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
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Students should learn 
about credit scores
Students should be familiar with credit scores.

Your credit score is a three-digit number that has a 
long-lasting effect on your buying power. When you 
apply for credit, your credit score will be checked. 
The higher your credit score, the better the chances 
you will be approved.

Although there are several scoring methods, the 
most widely accepted one comes from FICO. Your 
FICO score ranges from 300 to 850. These items 
make up your FICO score:

• 35 percent is based on your payment history. 
Early payments will have a higher number than 
on-time payments, which will have a higher 
score than late payments. 

• 30 percent is based on outstanding debt. This 
outstanding debt is how much you owe on car 
loans, mortgages, credit cards, etc. The number 
of credit cards you have and if those cards are 
near the maximum borrowing limit will hurt 
your score.

• 15 percent is based on the length of time you have 
had credit. The longer you have been borrowing 
money and paying it back in a timely manner, 
the better your score.

• 10 percent is based on new credit. If you have 
opened several new accounts, that will have a 
negative effect on your score. Also, the more 
inquiries on your credit report in a year, the 
lower your score.

• 10 percent is based on the types of credit you 
currently have. It helps to have a mix of loan 
types. If you have a credit card, an installment 
loan will even the credit out.

New publications available 
for Alabama students

The latest editions of Getting 
In and Affording Higher 
Education are available 
on the KHEAA-Alabama 
website, alstudentaid.com.

Getting In provides 
information to students and 
parents about the college 
admissions and financial aid 

processes. It also includes information about costs of 
attending many Alabama colleges and universities, 
as well as the degrees those schools offer.

Affording Higher Education lists thousands of 
scholarship and other financial aid programs 
available to Alabama students. It has sections about 
state and federal student aid programs, college-
specific programs, and scholarships offered by 
Alabama businesses and 
organizations.

High school seniors may 
also find “Surviving College” 
useful. The guide to students’ 
first year on campus is 
available on 
alstudentaid.com.

The publications above are 
only available in online versions. Schools, students 
and parents can print copies if they so desire.

https://www.alstudentaid.com/website/alaid/mainpub?main=1
http://alstudentaid.com
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Students who want to pursue a college major not 
offered at a public university in Alabama may be 
able to pay in-state tuition at an out-of-state school 
through the Academic Common Market (ACM).

In addition to Alabama, these states participate 
in the ACM at the undergraduate level: Arkansas, 
Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Virginia and West Virginia. Florida and Texas 
participate at the graduate school level only.

For example, an Alabama student who wants to study 
petroleum engineering can do so at Louisiana State 
University or West Virginia University.

To qualify, an Alabama student must:

 • Be certified as a resident of Alabama by   
  contacting Alabama’s ACM coordinator.
 • Choose a program eligible for Alabama   
  residents.
 • Complete the admissions process at the   
  college that offers that program.

Information about Alabama and the ACM can be 
found at ache.alabama.gov/Content/Departments/
SREB/SREB.aspx. For general information, visit 
sreb.org/academic-common-market.

 

ACM means students 
may pay in-state 
tuition in other states

Number of students taking the 
SAT reaches record total
More than 2.1 million students in the national class 
of 2018 took the SAT, an increase of 25% over the 
class of 2017, according to the 2018 SAT Suite of 
Assessments Program Results. This is the largest 
number of students in a graduating class to take the 
SAT. 

The SAT School Day Program, which allows students 
take the SAT during regular school hours, continues 
to expand. Thirty-six percent of the class of 2018 
participated in the program.

Students in the 2018 graduating class had an average 
total SAT score of 1068, a slight increase over last 
year’s class average of 1060. 

The full data for the class of 2018 can be found here.

http://www.ache.alabama.gov/Content/Departments/SREB/SREB.aspx
http://www.ache.alabama.gov/Content/Departments/SREB/SREB.aspx
http://www.sreb.org/academic-common-market
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Students who have not yet submitted the FAFSA 
need to do so as soon as possible.

Financial aid is available only to those who complete 
the FAFSA early. The longer a student waits, the less 
money there is available. 
 
It’s now more convenient than ever for students to 
fill out the FAFSA by either downloading the new 
myStudentAid app or by completing the form on the 
mobile-ready fafsa.gov.
 
Now is the time for students to get a jumpstart on 
financing their education. Things can get busy this 
time of year, with tests to take, games to watch, and 
shopping to get done. But first, students should take 
a few minutes to fill out the FAFSA so they can get 
the money they need for a good education.
 
Students can download the myStudentAid app 
(available for iOS and Android) and fill out the 
FAFSA form today.

Students should not delay 
filling out 2019–20 FAFSA

Scholarship Spotlight
Southern Automotive 
Women’s Forum Scholarship

Eligibility:  Must:
• be a female high school senior, GED graduate or 

college student.
• be enrolled or be enrolling in an accredited 

college or university in Alabama or another 
southern state.

• be pursuing a degree in a science, technology, 
engineering, math or automotive field. 

• be interested in or already be pursuing a career 
in an automotive-related field. 

• be enrolled at least half time in at least 2 
consecutive academic terms. 

• maintain at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA and at 
least a 3.0 GPA in the major.

Award: Varies
Number: Varies
Deadline: June 1
Apply online at: http://southernautomotivewomen.
org/scholarship-application/

http://fafsa.gov
http://southernautomotivewomen.org/scholarship-application/
http://southernautomotivewomen.org/scholarship-application/

